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Abstract: 
 Communication is one of the most critical 
skills required of practitioners in any profession. In the 
case of Engineering, communication is as important as 
any of the technological specializations. It assumes even 
more significance when a language such as English is 
taught as a second language, but used as the medium of 
instruction in academic institutions to prepare Engineers. 
In India, although English is taught as a second language, 
it is used as the medium of instruction in all Engineering 
institutions. Teaching English as a second language is a 
challenge. But, computers and telecommunication 
technologies have made the task easier, interesting and 
rewarding. The use of technology to teach a language in 
India is at a relatively early stage.  Efforts are currently 
under way to incorporate modern communication and 
multimedia technologies into teaching English.  
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Need of English to Engineering Students in 
India  
 Use of English as the medium of 
instruction has enabled a large number of 
Engineering graduates from India to go abroad for 
higher education and employment.  India has 
become one of the producers of engineering 
graduates in the world as a large number of multi-
national companies have been recruiting 
Engineering graduates for employment in India and 
overseas. These companies have placed a premium 
on the command of English language and 
engineering professional skills as part of the hiring 
requirements. Further, the growth of Indian 
economy and the opportunities for engineering 
graduates all over the country have made English 
an important tool for professional and business 
communication. 
 English has been included as one of the 
compulsory subjects in the curriculum    for the 
entire first -year course of Engineering and 
Technology in India. During the course of 
Engineering, for most of the students, it is a 
transition from a regional language to English as 
the medium of instruction. Consequently, the 
command of English language and proficiency in 
communication skills has become an issue at the 
time of graduation. Leaders in industry and 
education have recognized the problem and 
highlighted the importance of taking steps to 
enhance Engineering students’ communicat ion 
skills. Today, there are programs that focused on 
providing the engineering students with strong 
skills in English. 
English Language for Engineering 
Communication  
English language notably affects 
engineering students in academic life. In academic 
life, engineering students have to deal with the 
countless lectures, tutorials, labs, project reports 
and papers in English. Generally engineering 
professors in various universities are also 
conducting lectures in English. The most apt source 
of information i.e. Internet provides the information 
generally in English. During the job seeking 
process in interviews, GD’s, it is mandatory to 
achieve mastery in English proficiency. After 
securing the job they are necessary to work in 
groups since their task seldom be solved by an 
individual. A Large number of Indian engineers 
have to now travel to many continents and work 
away from their domicile country. 
Teaching English in Engineering Curriculum          
             The teaching English in engineering 
colleges in India, much attention has not been 
given in the curriculum. Language learning is a 
skill-oriented activity and needs an entirely 
different pedagogic approach for conventional 
Courses like Engineering. As the learners are 
adults, they follow a common syllabus comprising 
of the Communicative English course and Business 
Communication at their undergraduate level. The 
colleges have the liberty to introduce it either in the 
first year (either in 1st or 2nd semester) or in the 
second year (either in 3rd or 4th semes ter) of the 
engineering program. In most of the cases, it is 
either a two or a three-semester course, comprising 
of both theory and practical classes. In all 
engineering colleges in India, English is taught 
under the subject Communicative English which is 
part of the regular course and taught basically in 
the first and/or the second year of the engineering 
degree. The Communicative English course is 
divided into Theory and Lab (Practical) sessions. 
The overall objective of the course is:  
1. To develop and integrate the use of four 
language skills; listening, speaking, reading and 
writing abilities of the students.  
2. To enable the learner to communicate effectively 
and appropriately in real life situations.  
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3. To use English effectively for academic purposes 
across the curriculum.  
            The lab training in colleges is generally 
given with the assistance of Networked Computers 
and specially designed software. The objectives of 
the practical training are given below.  
1. To equip students of engineering and technology 
with effective speaking and listening skills in 
English along with soft skills and people skills, this 
will make the transition from college to workplace 
smooth.  
2. To enhance students' proficiency at Placement 
interviews, Group Discussions and other 
recruitment exercises.  
            The teacher in an engineering college has 
little motivation because much of the teaching is 
remedial in nature and offers little scope for 
professional growth. On the other hand the student 
at that stage (first year), the student is in no frame 
of mind to work on English. They want to be 
exposed to higher learning experience rather than 
to seemingly irrelevant English writing and 
grammar. It is only in the third year onwards that 
the students become aware of their needs and are 
then desperately looking for help which, due to 
syllabus structure and time constraint, becomes 
difficult and almost impossible. Therefore, there is 
an urgent need to find a workable solution so that 
the students in professional colleges have an 
opportunity to acquire skills on which their 
professional excellence depends. 
 The Need of English for Emerging Engineers  
          In the world of engineers, English has 
become the predominant language for 
communication. Almost all engineers need to 
work with technical drawings, discuss and  talk 
about different materials and their properties, 
describe the shapes of components and how they 
fit together, describe causes and effects, explain 
technical problems etc. The language used in these 
common technical contexts is English. Moreover, 
Technical writing is the much needed skill to be 
inherited by the emerging engineers of today. In 
the recent years, Spoken English also gained an 
unprecedented predominance in the engineering 
curriculum. Most of all, the medium of instruction 
and the sources of information are in English. So 
acquiring English fluency gradually is very 
essential for emerging engineers. In their career 
too, Engineers have to use English on a larger 
extent, to co ordinate with their colleagues  and to 
cope up with the emerging trends. 
Challenges in the Attainment of Linguistic 
Competence in English 
          In India which is highly noted for its 
cultural and linguistic diversity, the engineering 
students coming from varied backgrounds are 
facing great challenges, while taking up this 
professional course of their dream. With their 
entry into engineering colleges, most of the Indian 
students who had their education so far in their 
regional languages, start digesting the bitter truth 
that they have to keep pace with the others of 
better linguistic competence in English in a 
common set up in which there is no special 
consideration for their pre knowledge in English, 
the way in which they practice English or their 
linguistic competence in English. Unfortunately, 
even in this fast paced technological era, majority 
of students have not got the opportunity of 
learning English in a better way because of 
obsolete methodologies followed in most of the 
engineering institutions. 
Reasons for Lack of Linguistic Competence 
among Engineering Students  
           Learner’s  personality traits, their learning 
strengths, styles and preferences are not taken into 
serious consideration before getting into a way to 
teach English as a communicative language for 
blooming engineers. Also, prior preference is 
given to specialized subjects by the students even 
at their very beginning level in the engineering 
institutions and in the later years of learning too, 
English is almost neglected both by the 
curriculum designers and by the students until the 
time of placement when it has to be reincarnated 
in the name of communicative English after a long 
phase. The main finding is that the majority of 
students use little English outside their program 
because they are mainly dependent on their peer 
group for their social-life and activities outside the 
academic context. 
 Conclusion:    
Hence opportunities to use English are 
negligible. Another consequence is that the 
persistent lack of confidence in speaking English 
outside campus inhibits the students from 
developing social independence and it is greatly 
reflected in the interview, where they have to 
prove themselves chiefly with their English 
speaking skills. Their reluctance in acquiring the 
most needed English language skill generally 
results in lack of confidence in writing skills 
during their work on independent research 
projects where English writing skills are essential. 
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